i8i8	HARMONY HALL	259
vate apartments attached to Ms auction-rooms in Hanover
Street, over the door of which lie still kept emblazoned
" John Ballantyne and Company, Booksellers." At any
rate, such of his entertainments as I ever saw Scott par-
take of, were given at his villa near to the Erith of
Forth, by Trinity; — a retreat which the little man had
named "Harmony Hall," and invested with an air of
dainty voluptuous finery, contrasting strikingly enough
with the substantial citizen-like snugness of his elder
brother's domestic appointments. His house was sur-
rounded by gardens so contrived as to seem of consider-
able extent, having many a shady tuft, trellised alley,
and mysterious alcove, interspersed among their bright
parterres. It was a fairy-like labyrinth, and there was
no want of pretty Armidas, such as they might be, to
glide half-seen among its mazes. The sitting-rooms
opened upon gay and perfumed conservatories, and
John's professional excursions to Paris and Brussels in
quest of objects of virtu, had supplied both the tempta-
tion and the means to set forth the interior in a fashion
that might have satisfied the most fastidious petite ma/i-
tresse of Norwood or St. Denis. John, too, was a mar-
ried man: he had, however, erected for himself a private
wing, the accesses to which, whether from the main
building or the bosquet, were so narrow that it was phys-
ically impossible for the handsome and portly lady who
bore his name to force her person through any one of
them. His dinners were in all respects Parisian, for his
wasted palate disdained such John Bull luxuries as were
all in all with James. The piquant pasty of Strasburg
or Perigord was never to seek; and even the piece d$
resistance was probably a boar's head from Coblentz, or
a turkey ready stuffed with truffles from the Palais
Eoyal. The pictures scattered among John's innumer-
able mirrors were chiefly of theatrical subjects — many
of them portraits of beautiful actresses — the same Peg
Woffingtons, Bellamys, Kitty Olives, and so forth, that

